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Minutes of the 
Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
Friday, January 4, 2008, 2:30 p.m. 

Department of Transportation 5th Floor Conference Room 
869 Punchbowl Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 

 
Members Present: 
Toru Hamayasu, Chair DTS James Burke DTS  
Glenn Yasui, Vice Chair DOT Brian Suzuki (Hamayasu alternate  DTS 
Eugene Tian (alternate) DBEDT     after he left meeting)  
Abe Mitsuda DBEDT-OP Elizabeth Fischer (ex officio) FHWA 
Ryan Fujii (alternate) DOT Gareth Sakakida (ex officio) HTA 
Kathy Sokugawa DPP A. Ricardo Archilla (ex officio) UH 
 
Members Absent:  Randolph Hara (DPP), Steve Wong (FAA, ex officio) 
 
Guests Present: 
Ken Tatsuguchi DOT  Jill Yamanouchi DOT 
Patrick Tom DOT  Charles Carole Neighborhood Board #10 (CAC)
 
OahuMPO Staff Present:  Gordon Lum, Lori Arakaki, Randolph Sykes, Marian Yasuda, and 
Pamela Toyooka 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chair Toru Hamayasu.  A quorum was present. 
 
I. MINUTES OF THE JULY 12, 2007 MEETING 

James Burke moved and Vice Chair Glenn Yasui seconded that the minutes of the July 12, 2007 
meeting be approved.  There being no objections, the minutes were unanimously approved as 
circulated. 
 
II. RECOMMENDATION TO THE POLICY COMMITTEE RELATING TO 

REVISION #3 TO THE FYs 2008-2011 TIP 
 
Handout:  Draft FYs 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Revision #3: 
Amendment 
 
Lori Arakaki, TIP Project Manager, gave a presentation on Revision #3 to the draft FYs 2008-
2011 TIP.  Before discussing Revision #3, Ms. Arakaki summarized Revision #1 and #2 and 
noted that Revision #1 was a pre-approved administrative modification and Revision #2 was an 
expedited administrative modification. 
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In her presentation, Ms. Arakaki presented results from the intergovernmental review; financial 
plan; Title VI and environmental justice analysis; and internal technical analysis which included 
project evaluations, Congestion Management Process analysis, and consistency checks with the 
Oahu Regional Transportation Plan 2030 and the Oahu Regional Intelligent Transportation 
System Architecture. 
 
In response to a question from Charles Carole, Vice Chair Yasui stated that the $15 million 
increase in construction costs for project S97 (Ala Moana Boulevard and Nimitz Highway, 
Resurfacing, Fort Street Mall to Holomoana Street) is due to the increase in the cost for materials 
and an increase in cost in order to place the utilities underground. 
 
Vice Chair Yasui moved and Mr. Burke seconded that the TAC recommend that the Policy 
Committee approve Revision #3 to the FYs 2008-2011 TIP.  The motion was unanimously 
carried. 
 
Mr. Lum requested that a Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) representative be 
present at the January 7th Policy Committee meeting to answer questions. 
 
III. PRESENTATION ON THE CERTIFICATION REVIEW REPORT 
Handouts:  1) OahuMPO memo to Policy Committee and attached 2007 Certification Review 
Report; 2) Elaboration on “Summary of Public Comments Received” Section on the 2007 
OahuMPO Certification Review Report 
 
III.A. Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process 
Elizabeth Fischer summarized the recent federal certification review by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) on the metropolitan planning 
process.  Ms. Fischer stated that the OahuMPO has met all the federal requirements and that the 
FHWA and FTA have certified the OahuMPO metropolitan planning process.  This review 
process involved the OahuMPO providing a tremendous amount of documentation to a very 
lengthy list of questions.  Ms. Fisher noted that the OahuMPO provided a very thorough set of 
responses in addition to documentation, whether it was existing resources available online 
through their website or additional resources needed to substantiate the FHWA and FTA 
standings.  In conjunction with the review, a public forum was held.  FHWA and FTA were very, 
very pleased with what they saw come out of the OahuMPO review.  Ms. Fischer commended 
the OahuMPO staff for their efforts.  She stated further that, because this is a process and review 
where the FHWA and FTA looked for areas where the OahuMPO could improve, two 
recommendations were identified – 1) to increase direct communication between the Policy 
Committee and members of the public on transportation issues; and 2) to better document data 
sources in publications and documents.  Ms. Fischer stated that FHWA and FTA really 
appreciate and congratulate the OahuMPO staff for the work they do. 
 
With regard to the certification of the metropolitan planning process, Mr. Lum identified the 
three possible actions that the FHWA and FTA can take.  They can: 1) certify the process meets 
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all the federal requirements; 2) certify the process substantially meets federal requirements, 
subject to corrective actions; or 3) not certify the process.  Mr. Lum stated that the FHWA and 
FTA found that the OahuMPO fully complied with the federal requirements. 
 
Mr. Lum stated that the OahuMPO has begun implementing the two recommendations.  With 
regard to the first recommendation, the Policy Committee Chair has included the CAC meeting 
highlights, presented by the CAC Chair, as a regular agenda item for Policy Committee 
meetings; and an early public involvement process is included for the Overall Work Program.  
With regard to the second recommendation, staff has been instructed to identify areas in 
publications and documents where footnotes can be used. 
 
Ms. Fischer added that the FHWA and FTA commended the OahuMPO’s Environmental Justice 
process for being recognized nationally as one of the models that other communities are 
following.  Ms. Fischer stated that this recognition brought the OahuMPO to the forefront in this 
area.  Mr. Lum recognized Steve Young, of the Department of Planning and Permitting, as being 
instrumental in establishing the foundation for the Environmental Justice evaluation.  Mr. 
Young’s methodology reflected the “majority minority” nature that exists on Oahu and the need 
to implement the intent of environmental justice. 
 
Mr. Lum stated that the handout, that Ms. Fischer previously noted, was sent to the Policy 
Committee along with the Certification Review report.  Since FHWA and FTA’s practice is not 
to identify the positives in the Certification Review report, the purpose of this handout was to 
identify, for the Policy Committee, the positive aspects of the OahuMPO’s Certification Review.  
 
[Chair Hamayasu left the meeting at 1:30 p.m.  Vice Chair Yasui took the Chair’s seat.  Brian 
Suzuki was present as Chair Hamayasu’s alternate.] 
 
III.B. Statewide Transportation Planning Process 
Mr. Lum noted that the Statewide findings were being presented due to its interaction with the 
metropolitan process and the findings’ impact on the TIP.   
 
Ms. Fischer noted that the metropolitan transportation planning process has extensively more 
requirements upon it than the Statewide planning process does. 
 
Ms. Fischer summarized the recent federal certification review of the Statewide planning 
process.  She reported that 19 corrective actions were identified in the Statewide planning 
program area.  Ms. Fischer commended HDOT for taking proactive steps to address these 
actions – specifically recognizing the HDOT leadership for appointing key staff, Ken 
Tatsuguchi, to spearhead the process and assure that it moves forward.  FHWA and FTA have 
strong hopes and belief that HDOT is making the right steps to improve their processes. Ms. 
Fischer stated that, because HDOT did not fully meet the Statewide Transportation Planning 
Process requirements, the FHWA and FTA could only approve the Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP) for six months, until some positive steps were taken by HDOT to 
address the issues.  During this period, no amendments would be allowed.  The same approval 
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restriction was also applied to the Oahu TIP.  In March, FHWA and FTA will review HDOT’s 
progress, and will hopefully be able to approve the STIP in April. 
 
Mr. Tatsuguchi gave a status report of where HDOT is in their process of addressing the federal 
findings. 
 
Mr. Lum noted that TIP Revisions #2 and #3 were requested in anticipation of the STIP 
resubmission in March.  The timing of the revisions reflected the more complex and time-
intensive amendment process of the TIP and the need to dovetail with the STIP process.  
 
Kathy Sokugawa stated that Representative Sharon Har had introduced a bill that requires the 
HDOT director to give consideration, in the STIP, to County plans.  Chair Yasui stated that 
many of the neighbor island plans are severely outdated.  So, HDOT will be in the process of 
updating all the counties’ long-range transportation plans to better address that.  Chair Yasui also 
noted that federal funding will become more of an issue in the future. 
 
IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
IV.A. OahuMPO Staff 
Mr. Lum introduced the OahuMPO staff, including its newest staff member, Randolph Sykes. 
 
IV.B. DBEDT’s 2035 Forecasts 
Mr. Lum stated that, at the next TAC meeting, there will be a discussion on the Regional 
Transportation Plan.  Mr. Lum requested that, during that meeting: 1) the State provide an update 
of where they are with regard to the development of their Year 2035 socio-economic forecast; 2) 
the City state where they are in their review of the State forecast; and 3) the City go over their 
schedule to distribute the Oahu forecasts by traffic analysis zones. 
 
Eugene Tian responded that the Department of Business, Economic Development, and 
Tourism’s (DBEDT) draft 2035 forecasts were sent out in mid-December to all the counties for 
their review and comment.  So far, comments have only been received from the Hawaii County.   
 
Mr. Tian noted that the forecast is based on 2006 population estimates by the U.S. Census.  Last 
week, the U.S. Census released the 2007 population estimates for the State.  So, DBEDT will be 
making some adjustments using the 2007 data to forecast into the future.   
 
Mr. Tian indicated that these forecasts should be finalized before the end of January.   
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:52 p.m. 
 


