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Minutes of the 
Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
Friday, January 23, 2009, 11:00 a.m. 

Department of Transportation 5th Floor Conference Room 
869 Punchbowl Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 

 
Members Present: 
Glenn Yasui, Chair DOT  Randolph Hara DPP 
Mark Au, Vice Chair DTS  Kathy Sokugawa DPP 
Eugene Tian (alternate) DBEDT  James Burke DTS 
Scott Derrickson (alternate) DBEDT-OP  Carissa Unpingco (alternate, ex officio) FAA 
Glenn Soma DOT    
 
Members Absent: Elizabeth Fischer (FHWA, ex officio) (vacant, FTA, ex officio), Gareth 
Sakakida (HTA, ex officio), A. Ricardo Archilla (UH, ex officio) 
 
Guests Present: 
David Nagamine DES  Patrick Tom DOT 
Gerald Takayesu DES  Charles Carole Neighborhood Board #10 (CAC) 
Randall Wakumoto DES    
 
OahuMPO Staff Present:  Gordon Lum (Executive Director), Lori Arakaki, and Pamela 
Toyooka 
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:05 a.m. by Chair Glenn Yasui.  A quorum was present.  

I. APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 5, 2008 MEETING MINUTES 
Randolph Hara asked that, for the first complete sentence at the top of page 3, the phrase “, that 
is more in line with the DLIR data” be deleted.   

There being no objections, the December 5, 2008 meeting minutes were approved as corrected. 

Per Chair Yasui’s request, all persons present introduced themselves. 

II. RECOMMENDATION TO THE POLICY COMMITTEE ON REVISION #9 TO 
THE FYs 2008, 2009, 2010, AND 2011 TIP – ADDS FIVE NEW PROJECTS AND 
DELETES SIX PROJECTS 

Handouts:  FYs 2008-2011 TIP Revision #9 (Amendment); Comment Tally from 
Intergovernmental Review of Revision #9 to the FYs 2008-2011 TIP; FYs 2008-2011 TIP Project 
Evaluations  
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Lori Arakaki, TIP Project Manager, gave a presentation on Revision #9 to the FYs 2008, 2009, 
2010, and 2011 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  This revision would add five new 
projects and delete six projects.  Ms. Arakaki went over the financial plan, intergovernmental 
review, and technical analysis (including the Congestion Management Process, detailed project 
evaluations, and Title VI and Environmental Justice analysis).  OahuMPO received 41 comments 
from the public opposed to and one comment in support of Project S22 (Interstate Route H-1, 
Lunalilo Street Off-Ramp and On-Ramp). 

Questions and Answers 
Scott Derrickson asked why people are against the deletion of Project S22 [this project would 
replace the temporary plastic barriers with a permanent fixed structure]).  Charles Carole 
responded that, if they don’t close the on-ramp in the morning, this backs up the traffic to Hawaii 
Kai; then there is congestion in the neighborhood areas and on the freeway. 

Glenn Soma moved and Mark Au seconded that the TAC recommend Policy Committee approval 
of Revision #9 to the FYs 2008-2011 TIP. 

Scott Derrickson disclosed that he sits on a board of directors that funds the hydro-modification 
project.  In response to Mr. Lum, Mr. Derrickson stated that he had no personal financial stake in 
the project.  Mr. Lum stated that, as long as a member has no personal financial stake in a 
project, there is no conflict of interest.  So, Mr. Derrickson was allowed to vote on the motion. 

A vote was taken.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

III. DISCUSSION ON THE ECONOMIC STIMULUS 

Mr. Lum gave a presentation on the Economic Stimulus bill as it relates to the transportation 
projects.  Ms. Arakaki went over the tentative schedule to process the revision. 

Kathy Sokugawa asked if the list of projects would be financially constrained.  Patrick Tom 
responded that, at this point, no one is sure what amount of Federal funds will be made available 
for transportation projects.  So, the Department of Transportation (DOT) is taking a liberal, 
high-end guess when putting together the project list for the draft Statewide TIP (STIP).  Chair 
Yasui and Mr. Lum stated that they will make it clear to the public that the funding level is still 
unknown and the projects identified may not end up being included in the final list or funded.  
However, the final TIP and STIP will be financially-constrained. 

[James Burke arrived at 11:33 a.m.] 

In response to Mr. Lum, Chair Yasui stated that DOT is asking for clarification of verbiage 
regarding project action deadlines, because words such as “obligation” and “award” mean 
different things. 

There was a discussion on the meaning of “ready-to-go” and what its implications are.  Mr. Lum 
noted that if projects on the list are not ready-to-go, then the State may lose those funds to other 
states.  

Mr. Tom noted that DOT is focusing on construction projects, since they will stimulate the 
economy by providing jobs immediately. 
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Mr. Burke noted that, in the House version, 50% of the funds must be spent within 120 days of 
the bill being signed.  He stated that building buses could also qualify for these funds.  Bus 
manufacturers are asking Congress for these funds. 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS (ANNOUNCEMENTS ONLY) 
Mr. Lum announced that the next Policy Committee meeting is being held on January 26.  Mr. 
Lum identified the following agenda items for this meeting:  election to fill FY 2009 Chair 
vacancy; FY s 2008-2011 TIP Revisions #8 & #9; authorization to hire and select a 
transportation analyst; revision of the CAC bylaws; and discussion on the economic stimulus 
package; and status of FY 2008 TIP projects.  Mr. Lum stated that agencies have already been 
requested to provide staff support at this meeting, in order to answer any questions about the TIP 
revisions and status report. 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon. 

 


