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Minutes of the 
Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
Friday, August 12, 2011, 12:00 p.m. 

Department of Transportation 5th Floor Conference Room 
869 Punchbowl Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 

 
Members Present: 
Mark Au, Chair DTS  Kathy Sokugawa DPP 
Eugene Tian DBEDT  Eileen Mark (alternate) DTS 
Mary Lou Kobayashi DBEDT-OP  Elizabeth Fischer (ex officio) FHWA 
Dean Nakagawa DOT  A. Ricardo Archilla (ex officio) UH 
Randolph Hara DPP    
 
Members Absent:  DOT (vacant), Gordon Wong (FAA, ex officio), FTA, ex officio (vacant), 
Gareth Sakakida (HTA, ex officio) 
 
Guests Present: 
Heather Fujioka Parsons Brinckerhoff  C.S. Papacostas UH & HLTAP 
 
OahuMPO Staff Present: Brian Gibson, Lori Arakaki, and Pamela Toyooka 
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:04 a.m. by Chair Mark Au.  A quorum was present.  
Everyone introduced themselves. 
 
I. APPROVAL OF THE JULY 1, 2011 MEETING MINUTES 
 
Dean Nakagawa moved and Kathy Sokugawa seconded that the July 1, 2011 meeting minutes be 
approved as circulated.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
II. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR FOR FY 2012 

Chair Au stated that Ed Sniffen was no longer at Department of Transportation (DOT).  Alvin 
Takeshita is currently on temporary assignment as the Highway Administrator.  Mr. Nakagawa 
suggested that TAC wait until its next meeting to vote on the Vice Chair position.   
 
Ms. Sokugawa moved and Mr. Nakagawa seconded that the election of Vice Chair be tabled until 
the August 25, 2011 meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
[Elizabeth Fischer arrived at 11:10 a.m.] 
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III. PRESENT HITS PROJECT STATUS REPORT 
 
[Eileen Mark arrived at 11:11 a.m.] 
 
Chris Simek of PTV NuStats, subconsultant to Parsons Brinckerhoff (PB) for the Household 
Interview Travel Survey (HITS) project, gave a status report on the project, including the HITS 
travel diary, results of the pretest, and sampling plan for the full study, which is scheduled to 
begin in mid- to late-September. 
 
Discussion and Questions & Answers 
• Ms. Fischer asked that TAC be provided with the definitions of terms used in the 

presentation. 

• Dr. Eugene Tian asked if requesting home addresses is necessary.  Is it possible to ask for 
area or zip codes instead?  Mr. Simek responded that locations of households are necessary to 
establish origin and destination information with regard to flow of travel.   

• Ms. Sokugawa asked how much of Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) staff was 
interviewed to develop the process.  DPP staff may have a preference on the date selected for 
the diary or the time of the year.  The 4 regions (e.g., combining Mililani and 
Waianae/Nanakuli) may be odd.  Can DPP apply survey results to other things? 

• Dr. Tian stated that, based on the pilot study, the response rate is 33%.  Will that be 
acceptable for the study?  Will that reach the project’s objectives?  Is a 1,300 sample size 
okay?  Mr. Simek responded that the goal is 4,000 retrievals.  Dr. Tian stated that more than 
4,000 surveys would need to be sent out given a 33% response rate. 

• Ms. Fischer asked what the significance of owned vs. leased vehicles is.  How is it used in 
the model?  Mr. Simek responded that this is a standard question that is asked in most 
household travel surveys.  He deferred this question to Joel Freedman of PB; he will follow 
up with Mr. Freedman. 

• Dr. C.S. Papacostas asked if data collection design was based on new modeling needs and 
behaviors that the current models are not addressing. 

• Dr. Papacostas stated that categories for race were taken out of the Census.  The categories 
should be identified based on cultural groups, if that is what the model wants to be sensitive 
to.   

• Regarding the difficulty in identifying start and end times of work, Dr. Papacostas stated that, 
depending on the kind of modeling that will be done, consider asking questions not only 
about the beginning and ending of the work activity, but also other activities that take place at 
those locations.   

• Dr. Papacostas suggested a discussion with DPP regarding land use categories and zoning 
categories.   

• Brian Gibson stated that the survey is designed to capture information that the current model 
cannot use; but, as the model grows and increases in functionality, we would be able to use 
the data. 
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• Ms. Fischer asked why the partners to OahuMPO were not involved in the design of the 
survey.  Mr. Gibson responded that the survey was based on the expertise and experience of 
PB and NuStats.  The purpose of this TAC meeting is to get feedback and input on the full 
survey from all partners; if there is some way that we can improve the survey, input is 
requested. 

• Ms. Sokugawa asked how the addresses and telephone numbers were matched, and what data 
sources were used.  She would like feedback from DPP staff. 

• Dr. Tian stated that Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism 
(DBEDT) has experience in doing surveys.  He can provide his comments in a few days. 

• Dr. Papacostas stated that he has not been involved in the model in a long time.  He added 
that his comments were not made as criticisms. 

• Dr. A. Ricardo Archilla stated that zones in survey seem to be large.  Ms. Fischer agreed.   

• Mr. Gibson stated that OahuMPO will provide the PowerPoint presentation and recruitment 
questions to TAC members.  In a week, a conference call will be held to work out the issues.  
TAC members decided that Ms. Sokugawa, Dr. Tian, and Dr. Archilla will participate in the 
conference call during the week of August 15. 

 
IV. OTHER BUSINESS (Announcements Only) 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
 


