
 
 
 

Minutes of the 
Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 

POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

Tuesday, June 1, 2010, 1:30 p.m. 
Hawaii State Capitol, Conference Room 309 

415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
Members Present: 
Senator Will Espero, Chair  Representative Marilyn Lee 
Councilmember Gary Okino, Vice Chair  Senator Carol Fukunaga 
Councilmember Romy Cachola  DOT Acting Director Jiro Sumada 
Councilmember Rod Tam  DTS Director Wayne Yoshioka 
Representative Karen Awana   
 
Member(s) Absent:  Councilmembers Todd Apo and Nestor Garcia; Representative Joseph 

ouki; and Senator J. Kalani English S 
Guests Present: 
Tasha Kobashigawa (CM Apo staff)  Dave Arakawa (Land Use Research 
Dennis Galolo (CM Cachola staff)     Foundation, CAC) 
Robert Sato (CM Okino staff)  Charles Carole (NB #10, CAC) 
Patrick Tom (DOT)  David Hilea, Jr. (NB #11, CAC) 
Mark Au (DTS)  Larry Hurst (NB #11, CAC) 
Virginia Bisho (DTS)  Tom Smyth (NB #13, CAC) 
Elizabeth Fischer (FHWA)  Dick Poirier (NB #25, CAC) 
Joseph Magaldi (Committee for Balanced   Michael Golojuch (NB #34, CAC) 
   Transportation, CAC)  Kevin Killeen 
 
OahuMPO Staff Present:  Brian Gibson, Lori Arakaki, Randolph Sykes, Marian Yasuda, 
Pamela Toyooka 
 
Chair Will Espero called the meeting to order at 1:38 p.m.  A quorum was present.   
 
I. INTRODUCTION OF NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Chair Espero introduced the new OahuMPO Executive Director, Brian Gibson. 
 
II. MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 19, 2010 MEETING – OPEN & EXECUTIVE 

Vice Chair Gary Okino moved and Senator Carol Fukunaga seconded that the Open Session and 
Executive Session minutes for the February 19, 2010 meeting be approved as circulated.  The 
motion was unanimously carried. 
 
[Representative Marilyn Lee arrived at 1:44 p.m.] 
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III. FY 2011 OWP 

[Handouts:  Draft FY 2011 Overall Work Program (OWP); public review comment summary; 
intergovernmental review comment summary; Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) suggested 
work element proposals and agencies’ responses] 

Executive Director Gibson gave a presentation on the FY 2011 OWP – including a list of some 
of the new work elements (WE), a funding summary, the public and intergovernmental review 
comments and responses, and the Technical Advisory Committee recommendation.  He noted 
that WE 201.68-11 (Kaukonahua Road Boundary and Topographical Survey Study) was 
removed from the OWP, per the Department of Transportation Services’ (DTS) request; it is a 
safety project, so those type of funds are not available through the OWP. 
 
Discussion 
DTS Director Wayne Yoshioka noted that, for WE 203.83 in the Table of Contents, “Lupuna” 
should be spelled “Kupuna.”  He also noted that the funds that would have been used for WE 
201.68-11, will instead be used for WE 202.84-11 Waikiki Regional Circulator Study (to be 
added at a later date).   
 
Representative Lee moved and Councilmember Romy Cachola seconded that FY 2011 OWP be 
approved.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
[Representative Karen Awana arrived at 1:53 p.m.] 
 
IV. CAC 

IV.A. Amendment to the Bylaws of the CAC 

[Handouts:  Proposed Amendment to the Bylaws of the CAC; memorandum, dated May 28, 
2010, from the CAC Chair to the Policy Committee; written testimony] 

CAC Chair Dave Arakawa presented the proposed changes to the CAC Bylaws.   
 
Testimony  
Dick Poirier, Mililani-Waipio-Melemanu Neighborhood Board (NB) #25 (written testimony 
submitted):  Mr. Poirier gave testimony in opposition of approving the proposed CAC Bylaws 
amendment.  He questioned the validity of the Deputy Attorney General’s conclusion with 
regard to Hawaii Revised Statutes Section 92-15. 
 
Tom Smyth, CAC Bylaws Subcommittee Chair, supported the approval of the proposed CAC 
Bylaws amendment. 
 
[Councilmember Rod Tam arrived at 2:15 p.m.] 
 
Representative Lee moved and Councilmember Cachola seconded that a request for clarification 
of the previous advice be made to the Attorney General, rather than the Deputy Attorney 
General, and that a request be made for a response prior to the next Policy Committee meeting. 
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Following discussion, it was agreed upon that the motion should be amended to have the Policy 
Committee, rather than the CAC or OahuMPO staff, ask for the Attorney General’s concurrence, 
rather than opinion or clarification, with the Deputy Attorney General’s December 15, 2009 
legal advice.   
 
Representative Lee accepted the friendly amendment to the motion.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 
IV.B CAC Membership Request 

CAC Chair Arakawa stated that Ala Moana-Kakaako NB #11 had attended the required four 
meetings during a 12-month period and had requested membership to the CAC. 
 
Councilmember Cachola moved and Representative Awana seconded that NB #11 be appointed 
to the CAC.   
 
NB #11 Chair Larry Hurst testified in favor of the appointment. 
 
A vote was taken.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
V. DRAFT FFYS 2011, 2012, 2013, AND 2014 TIP 

[Handouts:  Draft FFYs 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014 Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP); written testimony] 

Executive Director Gibson made a presentation on the draft FFYs 2011-2014 TIP.  He indicated 
that the Policy Committee will be requested to approve the draft FFYs 2011-2014 TIP in early 
July. 
 
Discussion
In response to Councilmember Cachola, Executive Director Gibson stated that the amount of 
monies programmed for Oahu is $90 million.  Councilmember Cachola noted that project OC8 
(Salt Lake Boulevard (Route 7311), Widening, Maluna Street to Ala Lilikoi Street) was 
supposed to have been completed in 1984. 
 
Councilmember Tam requested a copy of the slide presentation. 
 
Testimony 
Charles Carole, Makiki-Tantalus NB #10:  Mr. Carole stated that, at a NB #10 meeting, DTS had 
said that the (CAC-recommended project proposal) Piikoi and Pensacola Streets, Traffic 
Direction Reversal proposal had been studied and was found to not ease congestion and to also 
create other issues at other locations.  In response to Mr. Carole, Director Yoshioka responded 
that the project was found to be not a good idea; the consultant report should be completed in 
about a month.  In response to Mr. Carole, Director Yoshioka stated that the plan to move 
Safeway to Piikoi Street came up after the Piikoi-Pensacola study had been done, but it will be 
considered.  Mr. Carole stated that NB #10 endorses this study. 
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Michael Golojuch, Makakilo-Kapolei-Honokai Hale NB #34 (written testimony submitted):  Mr. 
Golojuch stated that, per his written testimony, NB #34 had voted in support of a list of projects 
and asked that the construction phase be moved up for projects OC7 (Makakilo Drive (Route 
8810) Extension) and OS7 (Fort Barrette Road (Route 901), Widening, Farrington Highway 
(Route 9107) to Barber’s Point Gate). 
 
VI. CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CAC) MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

CAC Chair Arakawa gave the highlights of the last four CAC meetings. 
 
VII.       OTHER BUSINESS (ANNOUNCEMENTS ONLY) 

[Handout:  E-mail correspondence, dated May 27, 2010, between Executive Director Gibson & 
Senator Fukunaga; slides from Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) presentation to 
Makiki area legislators on Lunalilo On-Ramp Vineyard Boulevard Off-Ramp Modification] 

Senator Fukunaga stated that she and other area legislators have met with DTS and HDOT 
regarding project OS23 (Interstate Route H-1, Lunalilo Street Off-Ramp and On-Ramp), 
previously known as project S22 in the FFYs 2008-2011 TIP.  HDOT has come up with a set of 
alternatives which may address the community’s concerns at a much lower cost than what was 
previously being considered.  As a result, this project may be able to be advanced to an earlier 
FFY. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m.   
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