Transportation Alternatives - Project Summaries
Ala Wai Bridge
The full application can be found here:
https://www.oahumpo.org/?wpfb_dl=2161

Description
The Ala Wai Bridge will be a new pedestrian and bicycle crossing of the Ala Wai Canal,
connecting the Waikiki, McCully, and Moiliili neighborhoods; businesses; parks; schools; and
recreational activities. The project also includes a pedestrian and bicycle connection to
University Avenue. The project will connect the Ala Wai Blvd. pedestrian promenade and
bicycle facility in Waikiki to Ala Wai Neighborhood Park, a multiuse path, and McCullyMoiliili neighborhoods on the mauka side of the canal. Project location map can be found in
Figure 1, and a zoomed in version can be found in Figure 2. The proposed project is a cablestayed design, the first of its kind in Hawaii, with an asymmetric configuration that uses a main
concrete tower sited on the mauka side of the canal. Lighting would be incorporated on the
bridge deck, cables, and bridge design features. The bridge would be approximately 20 feet
wide to comfortably accommodate people walking and bicycling. A rendering based on 30%
design can be found in Figure 3. This project will also connect with planned complete streets
improvements on University Avenue and Ala Wai Boulevard.
Benefits
EMERGENCY EVACUATION: This project would provide an alternative walking/biking
evacuation route to approximately 18,300 residents and employers in Waikiki that could reduce
evacuation time by approximately 15 minutes compared existing available evacuation routes
for walking/biking. See evacuation map, Figure 4.
SAFETY: Kapahulu Avenue, as well as the three existing canal bridges, currently share the
roadways with motor vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians. Reducing the number of bicycle and
pedestrian trips in close proximity with cars, motorcycles, and other vehicles will also improve
overall safety for commuters biking and walking into and out of Waikiki. Ala Wai Elementary
School and the Iolani School are the two schools closest to the Ala Wai Canal and are in the
immediate vicinity project. A new crossing will also provide safer bike and pedestrian access
from Waikiki to the many schools in the vicinity of the Ala Wai Canal, as well as mauka
towards the University of Hawaii at Manoa.
MORE EFFICIENT TRAVEL: A new canal crossing could improve commute times and
reduce congestion for the existing biking and walking trips that would benefit from bridge
travel across the Ala Wai Canal. In particular, the approximately 7% of daily biking and
walking trips (or 2,730 existing trips) that utilize Kapahulu Avenue to get around the east end
of the canal may benefit from either a more direct commute into or out of Waikiki or reduced
biking and pedestrian traffic on Kapahulu Avenue. A crossing in the vicinity of University
Avenue reduces travel times and as much as one mile out-of direction travel for people walking
and bicycling between Waikiki and McCully-Moiliili.
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Figure 1. Project Location

Figure 2. Project Location, Approximate Bridge Footprint

Page 2 of 8

Figure 3. Rendering of Ala Wai Bridge project based on 30% design

Figure 4. Emergency Evacuation Map
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Rail Station Multimodal Access Improvements
- Halawa Station and Waiawa Station
The full application can be found here:
https://www.oahumpo.org/?wpfb_dl=2162

Description
The project consists of planning, design, and construction of multimodal access
improvements to the Halawa Aloha Stadium Rail Station (Figure 5, 6, and 7) and Waiawa
Pearl Highlands Rail Station (Figure 12). At Halawa Station, those access improvements
include a multi-use path mauka of Kamehameha Highway, pedestrian crossing of
Kamehameha Highway at Arizona Memorial Place, and other safe multi-modal connections
(Figure 8 and 9). At Waiawa Station, a pedestrian bridge (Figure 13) connecting to the station,
a bus-only ramp, four bus stops will be built. The lighting improvements, landscaping
improvements, streetscape furniture, wayfinding signs, integration with the existing sidewalk
and bus facilities, and other pedestrian and bicycle friendly features will be constructed for
the multi-modal access improvements. See full application for more figures.

Benefits
The project will provide significant regional transportation benefits by providing the essential
multimodal access to the two stations and the whole rail system. The multi-modal
improvements will promote active and healthful transportation options. The potential for
reducing the demand for automobiles would benefit all transit users and may increase the
number of people choosing to ride the bus and rail.
The project is crucial to make bus to rail, bike to rail, and walk to rail connections possible
from all communities in Pearl Highlands, Pearl City, Pearl Harbor, Salt Lake, and Aloha
Stadium where many schools, shopping centers, medical offices, library, employment centers,
and civic centers are located. The residents and the visitors to and from the affordable housing
developments, the shopping centers, the military bases, and USS Arizona Memorial will
especially benefit from the easy and safe access to the rail services.
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Figure 5. Halawa Aloha Stadium Rail Station Site

Figure 6. Halawa Aloha Stadium Rail Station Rendering

Figure 7. The Station and the Memorial
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Figure 8. Potential Multiuse Path Alignment

Figure 9. Existing Sidewalk and Bike Facility Conditions
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Figure 10. Wide Multiuse Path Under Vancouver Skytrain

Figure 11. Multiuse Path Under Vancouver Skytrain at night
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Figure 12. Waiawa Pearl Highlands Rail Station

Figure 13. Pedestrian Bridge alternatives
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